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their keeper. After exchanging some
Portuguese words I didn’t understand

Davis told me that we were to try and get
in front of the horses and slow them down.
This worked out surprisingly well as we
gotin front just as they needed to turn in to
their destination farm.

DAY 7 - IGATU - 590

There were more rough and potholed
roads heading out of Ilheus but nothing we
were not expecting. Our fuel stop in Itororo
turned out to be fun as we met a group of
local riders drawn to the GS. While Davis
held court I mentioned to him that the dirt
bike parked beside me looked to be made
up of, as near as I could tell, three other
bikes. There were still rad brackets on the
frame where the liquid cooled engine was
removed and replaced with the air cooled
unit currently stuffed into the space. This,
once translated, got a pretty solid laugh
from the group.

Just in front of Vitoria do Conquista we
stopped for lunch at a Churrasco, or bar-
beque place. This served what I knew of as
“Brazilian food” from back home. One
waiter after another brought huge skewers
full of meat, chicken, poultry, etc. to the
table and carved off pieces for us.

The road conditions were much better in
the afternoon. The areas we were traveling
through were much different from before.
Long gone were the lush green coffee val-
leys as we now traveled through much
drier areas. Small houses with cactus gar-
dens out front and bored-looking cattle out
lack were scattered along the route.

Just when I was lamenting the scenery
we changed our route for the last stretch
towards Igatu. We were rewarded with
green landscapes and great new roads
around the town of Ituacu. It seems this
area was discovered by the coffee-growing
folks so the valleys were being worked.
Since this coffee needs to be shipped out of
the area there are brand new paved roads
where the map showed dirt and debris.

Although Igatu, originally known as
Xique-Xique, was once a thriving mining
seftlement of over 9000 people, today the
400-person town is quite different. Igatu
now stands out for its ruins of houses made
from stones and incorporating naturally
occurring rock formations as one of the
walls or ceiling.

As [ walked though town in the evening,
then again through the outlying area in the
morning, I felt like I had been left in a
museum alone after it was locked up. Igatu

A functioning dia-
mond mine town,
Diamantina is char-
acterized by its
steep cobblestone
roads; (Below)
Traffic jam on the
road to llheus
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